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I/ High-Profile Case 
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 I / Development of the HK convention and 

France’s maritime policy  
− 2005 : 24th Session of IMO Assembly adopted Resolution A.981(24) 

and agreed to request: ”the Marine Environment Protection 

Committee to develop a new legally-binding instrument on ship 

recycling….”  

− 2005 / 2006 : Q 790 (ex Clemenceau) 

− 2006 – 2007  : Interministeriel Ship Committee on ship recycling  

− 2007 – 20XX : Secretariat General for the sea (Prime Minister 

offices) Interministeriel Coordination on ship recycling   

− 2008  : « An EU strategy for better ship dismantling » adopted by the 

Commission 

− 2009 (May):  Hong Kong  convention ( Diplomatic Conference) 

− 2009  (July) :  Oceans Round Table (preliminary consultation     

process) 

− 2009 : EU Council conclusions  
− 2009 (December ) : France’s maritime policy “Blue Book : a 

national strategy for the sea and oceans “ 
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 I/ Committee on the dismantling of Civilian and  

Military End of Life Ships (2006 – 2007)  

Secretariat  General for the 

Sea 

 

Ministry of Defence 

Ministry for Finance 

Ministry for the Economy 

Ministry of Labour 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

General Secretary for 

European Affairs 

Interministerial 

Committee (MIDN) 

 

Ministry of environment  

and Ministry of transport  
(now Minister of Ecology, Energy, 

Sustainable Development and the Sea  

 



Secrétariat Général de la Mer MURORAN  2010 
PREMIER MINISTRE 

I/ Policy and Approach in France 
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I/  Oceans Round Table preliminary 

consultation process 

 

 9. Encourage / organise the creation of a French ship 
breaking, recycling and depolluting industry, favouring a 
local approach and encouraging shipyards to operate 
according to the principles of sustainable development 
(including overseas) and retiring the ships that are the least 
safe and most harmful to the environment. This industry 
could be steered by a public interest group. Particular use 
should be made of existing experience and skills. A sponsor 
will soon be appointed and work will begin on establishing 
this industry. 

 A french MP has been nominated in december (work still in 
progress) 
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I/ A national strategy for the sea and oceans 

 On July 2009, the President of 
the Republic asked for  a “Blue 
Book” on France’s marit ime 
policy. The document has been 
adopted in december 2009      . 

  

    This Blue Book presents a 
strategic vision of the maritime 
p o l i c y  F r a n c e  i n t e n d s  t o 
implement and defines its major 
l i n e s                . 

               

     It will serve to define action 
in the maritime sector, whether 
international, European Union or 
a t  na t i o na l  o r  l oc a l  l eve l                    

. 
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I/  France’s strategy on ship recycling (1/3) 

 France intends to ratify the Hong Kong 

Convention as soon as possible (objective 

2010) and will work actively at international level 

to advance its entry into force.  

 

 At the same time, this country will support an EU 

approach to apply its provisions in advance in 

agreements with third countries, thus exemplifying 

the important role Europe will play in supporting 

the upgrading of these countries’ shipyards. 
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I/  Relationship between HK Convention ,  

Basel convention and EU legislation 

Waste ? Ships ? 

Basel  ? IMO ? 
EU ? 

OECD ? Anywhere ? 
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I/ France’s strategy on ship recycling (2/3) 

 

 Further studies will be made to develop 

national or joint European solutions for 

dismantling certain types of vessel taking 

into consideration economic viability and 

the existing industrial structure, within a 

perspective of sustainable development.  
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I/ France’s strategy on ship recycling (3/3) 

 

 This applies to low-tonnage vessels 

(particularly fishing boats and yachts), for 

which some contractors have already 

established a position.  

 The aim will be not to subsidise a sector 

but to ensure that initiatives by small firms 

or large industrial groups are supported 

and encouraged. 
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Policy and Approach in France 

 
 I/  France’s maritime policy 

 II/ France’s stakeholders  

 III/  French experiences 

 Low-tonnage vessels 

 Military ship 

 IV/ The way forward 

 III/  Conclusion 
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II / Stakeholders  

Hong Kong  Convention 

Ships 

certified authorized 

Administration (Flag State) 

And  

Shipowner 

Competent authority (SR State) 

And 

Recycling Company 

Recycling 

facilities  
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II/ Early implementation of the HK 

Convention 

(who are the stakeholders ?) 

 

 

 HK Convention 
 Flag States 

 Recycling States 

 Shipbuilders,  

 Ship recycling industries  

 Shipowners, (Cashbuyers )  
 

French  stakeholders 
 Flag State  

 Recycling State ? 

 Shipbuilders   

 Ship recycling 
industries  

 Shipowners 
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II/ French Ship owners /ship builders 

 French Ship owners  

 Generally buy new ships and sell them when they 

are still relatively young   

(average 7,4 years old) 

 Mainly concern by Inventory of Hazardous 

Materials (new and existing ship) 

 Are anxious to preserve their competiveness 

 French ship builders 

 Involve with IHM 
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II/ Abandoned ships: Stakeholders ?  

 France is confronted with the confiscation of ships 
breaching the law or/and  with the abandonment 
by sub standards owners of trading vessels in its 
ports  

 Capacities to turn against these owners are very 
low, including by way of national or international 
justice.  

 Under these conditions, for the national 
authorities, the only means of separating from 
these ships in very bad condition is to deal with 
their dismantling financially and technically. 
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II/ French ship recycling facilities  

(Once upon a time in France (1978)) 
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II/ French ship recycling facilities 

Mainly for low-tonnage 

vessels (particularly fishing 

boats and yachts ). 

 

 

 

 

A specific site dedicated for 

military ships is still to be 

decided. 
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Policy and Approach in France 

 
 I/  France’s maritime policy 

 II/ France’s stakeholders  

 III/  French experiences 

 Low-tonnage vessels 

 Military ship 

 IV/ The way forward 
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III/ French Ship  Recycling facilities  

 
Site de Bassens 
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III/ French Ship  Recycling facilities 

Site de La Turballe 
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III/ French Ship  Recycling facilities 
Site du Havre 
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III/ « Beaching » Lucifer (Cherbourg) 
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III/ « Beaching » Lucifer (Cherbourg) 
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III/ « Beaching » Lucifer (Cherbourg) 
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III/ French ship , EU facility 
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III/ Military Ships : Where are we today ? 

New construction  
 Issue and maintain Inventory 

of Hazardous Materials 

Existing Ship 
 Issue Inventory of Hazardous 

Materials 

Withdraw from operational 
service 

 Strip ship 

 Breakwater; museum 

 

Vessel disposal programme 

High priority ship 

Award contracts (Inventory) 

 

 

Open competition  

BUT 

EU regulation 
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Policy and Approach in France 

 
 I/  France’s maritime policy 

 II/ France’s stakeholders  

 III/  French experiences 

 Low-tonnage vessels 

 Military ship 

 IV/ The way forward 
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IV/ The way forward :  

IHM for new ship -  French experiences 

 Use the inventory as a prevention tool for 

crew, maintenance staff and workers 

 

 Use the IHM as a central information tool   

(adding new columns reflecting the 

expectations of relevant legislation (hazard 

symbols, links to MSDS.....) 

MINISTÈRE DE LA DÉFENSE 
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IV/ The way forward :  

IHM for new ship -  French experiences 

 

 Enlarge the list of HAZMAT to other 

substances that could be subject to 

restrictions or bans in future (anticipation of 

the EU regulations – REACH – by using 

the Material Safety Data Sheet as a 

standard of information) 

MINISTÈRE DE LA DÉFENSE 
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IV/ Horizon frigate 

 Horizon :  AA frigate 7000 t 

 IHM has been asked at the end of the 

construction phase (but before operational 

phase) 

 Difficulty to get all the relevant information  
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IV/  IHM for Horizon frigate : an overview 

 

Tabs 

dedicated for 

easiest use 
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IV/ IHM for Horizon frigate : read me first 

 

A specific tab to 

explain the context of 

realization of the 

inventory. 
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IV/ IHM for Horizon frigate  : IHM improvement  

 
New  column are 

needed… 

Link to the MSDS ... (opens 

with a simple click, the record 

developed by the manufacturer) 
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IV/  IHM Part I for Horizon frigate : Paintings 

 
A tab dedicated 

to  maintenance 

has been added. 
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IV/ Research Project  (CalMAAR) 

Cale Mobile Adaptée Au Recyclage  
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WEBSITE 

 JETRO Research of detailed information on Ship Dismantlement in France 
and Europe (2007) (http://www.mltc.fr/mltc/reference_client_e.php)  

 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr 
 
 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/2007-06-18_-_Rapport_MIDN_english_version.pdf 

 http://www.legrenelle-mer.fr/IMG/pdf/Livre_bleu_anglais_web.pdf 

 
 

 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Livre_Bleu_-_English_version.pdf 

 

 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/ships/index.htm 
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website 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr 

 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/2007-06-18_-_Rapport_MIDN_english_version.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_1_Economic_factors.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_2_Dismantling_countries.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_3_Dismantling_site_in_Europe_and_OECD.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_4_Legal_analyses.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_5_Ill_suited_Basel_Convention.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_6_ILO.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_7-8_IMO_and_green_passport.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_9_mechanisms_to_provide_dismantling_assistance.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/2007-07-16_-_Annex_10_Fleets_do_be_dismantled.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_11_Fishing_vessels_and_pleasure_craft.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_12_Off_shore_platforms.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_13_Prior_cleaning_before_dismantling.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_14_Technical_and_Industrial_Processes.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_15_Products_and_waste_derived_from_dismantling.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_16_Economic_analysis_of_dismantling.pdf 

 http://www.sgmer.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Annex_17_Specific_action_by_the_EU.pdf 
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